
 

 ALL Students will attend designated evening meetings – These meetings are 

mandatory!  The dates for all of the meetings will be announced at the start of 

the 2017-18 school year (first meeting in September). There will also be a 

potluck with families shortly before we leave for Panama. 

 

 Students are open and willing to speak mucho español.  You can speak 

English any time….the point is to take advantage of the language around you.       

 

 Students and parents understand that the teachers will have rules during the 

trip that students must follow, regardless of how much freedom they have 

here in Hastings.    
 

 This trip is not a vacation (although it does have several vacation traits).  It is 

an academic, horizon-broadening experience.  If students hope to party south of 

the border, they should sign up for a different kind of trip. 

 

 With that being said, PLEASE DO NOT SIGN UP only BECAUSE YOUR 

FRIENDS ARE GOING.  Have your own reasons for wanting to go to Panama. 

 

 You must be passing your Spanish class in order to participate.  With the 

privilege of travelling comes the responsibility of making successful progress in 

Spanish courses here at HHS. 

 

 There is a limit of 26 students for this trip.  First come, first travel! 

 

 Applications WITH deposits will be accepted by your Spanish teacher before 

Thursday, June 1st. 

 

 

 



 

Fundraising: 
 

 The Spanish Department offers one fundraising opportunity during the fall.  
Any other fundraising activities are welcome as long as they are organized 
and supervised by parents and/or students. (Xperitas does offer some 
fundraising ideas on their website.) 

 Start a trip fund now (birthday/Christmas gifts, summer jobs, money normally 
spent at Subway, Chipotle, or Caribou). What about setting aside every $5.00 
bill that you come across? 

 Another option is to host a foreign-exchange student this summer—through 
Xperitas. You will then receive a rebate/credit for up to $150. 

 
Extra Costs: 
 

 During the year students will be expected to pay for or provide the following 
items: 

1. We will design our own t-shirt and every student will purchase one 
(about $20). 
 

2. There will be a potluck in June and each family will be asked to bring 
something to share. 
 

3. Airline baggage fees??  Airline fuel surcharge??  Country entrance/exit 
fees?? 
 

4. Passport? Do you have one already?  Is it current?  It must not expire 
until 6 months after you have returned from the trip. 
 

5. Some meals (The booklet specifies which meals are included).  
Students should plan on $8-$10 for each meal not included. 

 
6. Optional excursions? 

 
 

 


